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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on* 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



2. Claims 1, 2, 3, 8-12, 15, 16, and 18, 19, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 



In regard to claim 1, Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, discloses a machine-readable 
medium (see figure 6, element 128 and column 9, lines 63-65) comprising 

an image management program (see column 9, lines 1-18 and 63-65: The 
microcontroller runs the instruction sets saved in the ROM to control the 
camera.), the program being executable by an electronic device to perform 
method steps for capturing, controlling and managing an image (see figure 14 and 
column 12, lines 13-45), the method steps comprising: 

receiving an image from an image capture device coupled to the electronic 
device (see column 8, lines 60-64 and column 21, lines 10-15); 

managing the display of the image on a display, screen constituent to the 
electronic device (see column 21, lines 10-23); and 

managing the display of a graphical user interface on the display screen 
(see column 21, lines 1-9), the user interface comprising at least one interactive 
icon (see figure 20, elements 24-32), 



being anticipated by Loretta et al., US 5,978,016. 
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interactive icon being capable of executing a routine within the program 
upon activation of said icon by a user (see column 2 1 , lines 6-9). 
In regard to claim 2, Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, discloses the machine-readable 
medium of claim 1, further comprising the step of controlling one or more operational 
modes of the image capture device (see figure 20, element 23 and column 6, lines 7-8). 

In regard to claim 3, Lourette et al, US 5,978,016, discloses the machine-readable 
medium of claim 1, further comprising the step of transmitting said image from said 
electronic device to a remote device (see column 20, line 64 to column 20, line 1). 

In regard to claim 8, Lourette et al, US 5,978,016, discloses a system for 
capturing and managing images (see figure 19), comprising: 

an electronic device (see figure 19, element 232), further comprising: 
a processor (see column 21 , lines 48-52: It is inherent that the 
computer has a processor to operate the camera remotely and process the 
images), 

a display (see figure 20), for selectively displaying text and one or 
more live or stored images (see column 21, lines 1-6), and 

a memory, for storing said images (see column 21, lines 24-26: It 
is inherent the computer has a memory to store the images downloaded 
from the camera); 

an image capture device removably attached to said electronic device(see 
figure 19, element 10); and 
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an image management engine loaded into said memory and executed by 
said processor, the image management engine capable of implementing a plurality 
of functions for capturing, managing and viewing said images (see column 21, 
lines 24-60). 

In regard to claim 9, Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, discloses the system of claim 
8, wherein said electronic device further comprises a transmission source for transmitting 
image data from said electronic device to a remote device (see figure 1 9; column 20, lines 
59-64). 

In regard to claims 10, Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, discloses the system of 
claim 9, wherein said transmission source is wireless (see column 8, lines 64-67). 

In regard to claims 1 1 , Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, discloses the system of 
claim 10, wherein said transmission source is infrared (see column 8, lines 64-67). 

In regard to claim 12, Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, discloses the system of claim 
8 wherein said image capture device is a digital camera (see column 8, lines 12-47). 

In regard to claim 15, Lourette et al, US 5,978,016, as explained above discloses 
the system of claim 8 wherein said image capture device comprises an internal memory 
(see figure 6, element 128). 

In regard to claim 16, Lourette et al, US 5,978,016, as explained above discloses 
the system of claim 1 5 wherein said image management engine is pre-loaded in said 
internal memory of said image capture device (see column 9, lines 63-64). 

In regard to claim 18, Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, discloses the system of claim 
8 wherein said image management engine presents one or more graphical user interface 
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icons on said display of said electronic device to facilitate capture or management of 
images (see figure 20 and column 21, lines 1-9). 

In regard to claim 19, Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, discloses a method for 
managing live images on an electronic device, comprising the steps of 

providing a display for viewing said images on said electronic device (see 

column 21, lines 10-20); 



and providing one or more image control functions that execute by 
selecting same (see column 21, lines 1-9). 

In regard to claim 20, Lourette et al, US 5,978,016, discloses the method of claim 
19 fiirther comprising the step of providing a memory to store said image after capturing 
(see column 21, lines 44-47). 

In regard to claim 24, Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, discloses the method of claim 
19 further comprising the step of providing a transmission source for transmitting 
selected image data to a remote device after capturing (see column 20, line 59 to column 
21, line 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



providing a camera for capturing said images (see column 21, lines 20- 



22); 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4-7, 13, 14, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, in view of Tanaka et al., US 6,120,379. 

In regard to claims 4 and 17, Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, discloses the machine- 
readable medium of claims 1 and 16 respectively. The Lourette reference does not 
disclose that the program is transferred from the image capture device to the electronic 
device for execution. 

Tanaka et al., US 6,120,379, discloses a electronic device (see figure 1, element 
20) coupled to and image capture device (see figure 1, element 30 and column 6, lines 26- 
35). The image capture device cartridge contains a ROM (figure 13, element 45) which 
stores a synthesizing program for displaying an image obtained by an image obtained by 
synthesizing the image data written in the image RAM (57) (see column 10, lines 43-47). 
When the electronic device (figure 1, element 20) is tumed on, the program is transferred 
from the ROM (figure 13, element 45) of the image capture device (figure 1 , element 30) 
to the CPU (figure 13, element 51) of the electronic device (see column 10, lines 57-59). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
have been motivated to modify Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, in view of Tanaka et al., 
US 6,120,379, to have the image capture device transfer the program to the electronic 
device when the image capture device is connected to the electronic device and the power 
is tumed on so that the electronic device does not have to store the program in its ROM 
and the image capture device can be connected to different electronic device without 
needing to preload the program in the electronic device. 
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In regard to claim 7, Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, discloses the machine-readable 
medium of claim 1 . The Lourette reference does not disclose that the electronic device is 
a handheld device. 

Tanaka et al., US 6,120,379, discloses a handheld electronic device (see figure 1, 
element 20 and column 2, lines 5-8) coupled to an image capture device (see figure 
1, element 30 and line 6, Hnes 26-35). The electronic device and image capture device are 
portable and allow images to be captured to expand the range of use for entertainment 
and expand the entertainment value (see column 1, lines 55-59). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
have been motivated to modify Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, in view of Tanaka et al., 
US 6,120,379, to have the electronic device be handheld to make the system portable in 
order to expand the range of use and value of the camera as taught by Tanaka. 

In regard to claims 5 - 6 and 13 - 14, Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, discloses the 
system of claims 1 and 8 respectively, wherein said image management engine is stored 
in the computer's memory (see column 21, line 48-57). The Lourette reference discloses 
that that the read only memory (ROM 128) stores the instructions or program (see 
column 9, lines 63-65.) Official Notice is taken that read only memory of the Lourette 
reference is a magnetic or optical medium, in order to be non- volatile storage to save the 
program when the camera is turned off Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, the image 
management engine is transferred to the electronic device from a magnetic medium or 
optical medium. 
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Tanaka et al., US 6,120,379, discloses a electronic device (see figure 1, element 
20) coupled to and image capture device (see figure 1, element 30 and column 6, lines 26- 
35). The image capture device cartridge contains a ROM (figure 13, element 45) which 
stores a synthesizing program for displaying an image obtained by an image obtained by 
synthesizing the image data written in the image RAM (57) (see column 10, lines 43-47). 
When the electronic device (figure 1 , element 20) is turned on, the program is transferred 
fi-om the ROM (figure 13, element 45) of the image capture device (figure 1, element 30) 
to the CPU (figure 13, element 51) of the electronic device (see column 10, lines 57-59). 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art, at the time of invention, 
to have been motivated to modify Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, in view of Tanaka et al, 
US 6,120,379, to have the image management engine is loaded into said memory from a 
magnetic medium or optical medium so that the working memory can be free to perform 
other programs when it's the managing the camera. 
5. Claims 21 - 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, as applied to claim 10 and in view of Wakabayashi et al., US 
5,097,285. 

In regard to claims 21, 22, and 23, Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, discloses the 
method of claim 19 and also discloses a timer mode switch (see figure 3, element 30) and 
timers (see column 9, lines 5-6). The Lourette reference does not disclose that the image 
is captured by said camera by programming an automatic timer to capture said image 
within a user-specified time and to capture a user-specified number of images at a user- 
specified time interval. ^ 
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Wakabayashi et al., US 5,097,285, discloses a camera with a self-timer (see 
column 1, lines 26-28). In self-timer mode the user can specify the number of pictures to 
be taken when the timer expires by pressing the timer button that number of times (see 
column 3, hnes 1-7). The user can specify whether they want the time of the second and 
following pictures to be longer than the time of the first picture (see column 3, hnes 7- 
13). 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art, at the time of invention, 
to have been motivated to modify Lourette et al., US 5,978,016, in view of Wakabayashi 
et al., US 5,097,285, to have a self timer mode wherein the image is captured by said 
camera by programming an automatic timer to capture said image within a user-specified 
time and to capture a user-specified number of images at a user-specified time interval in 
order to have time to move from the camera to the position to be photographed as taught 
by Wakabayashi (see column 3, lines 10-12). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3 and 5-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Applicant's arguments in regard to claim have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicant's submit the ROM (45) is not a component of the image capture device 
(30) on page 1 1 of the amendment. The examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Re claim 4) The image capture device includes the cartridge portion which the camera portion is 
connected to and is needed to perform image capture. The image capture device cartridge 
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portion contains a ROM (figure 13, element 45) which stores a synthesizing program for 
displaying an image obtained by an image obtained by synthesizing the image data written in the 
image RAM (57) (see column 10, lines 43-47). 

Conclusion 

1 . Applicant's submission of an information disclosure statement under 37 CFR 1 .97(c) with 
the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 17(p) on June 28, 2004 prompted the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 609(B)(2)(i). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 703-305-8623. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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